
COUNCIL MEETING

DECEMBER 19, 2018

The Council Meeting of the Council of the County of Kaua’i was called to order
by Council Chair Arryl Kaneshiro at the Council Chambers, 4396 Rice Street,
Suite 201, LIhu’e, Kaua’i, on Wednesday, December 19, 2018 at 8:31 a.m., after which
the following Members answered the call of the roll:

Honorable Arthur Brun
Honorable Mason K. Chock
Honorable Felicia Cowden
Honorable Luke Evslin
Honorable Ross Kagawa
Honorable KipuKai Kuali’i
Honorable Arryl Kaneshiro

APPROVAL OF AGENDA.

Councilmember Brun moved for approval of the agenda as circulated, seconded
by Councilmember Kuali’i.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone in the public wishing to testify
on the agenda?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

The motion for approval of the agenda as circulated was then put, and
unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Can we go to the Minutes, please?

MINUTES of the following meetings of the Council:

November 14, 2018 Council Meeting
December 3, 2018 Inaugural Meeting

Councilmember Chock moved to approve the Minutes as circulated,
seconded by Councilmember Kuali’i.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Any public testimony on the meeting
minutes?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.
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There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

The motion for approval of the Minutes as circulated was then put, and
unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Clerk, please read the next agenda item.

JADE K. FOUNTAIN-TANIGAWA, County Clerk: We are on the Consent
Calendar.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

C 2019-03 Communication (12/07/2018) from Derek S.K. Kawakami, Mayor,
transmitting for Council consideration and confirmation, the following Mayoral
reappointments to various Boards and Commissions for the County of Kaua’i:

a. Board of Ethics

• Mia R. Shiraishi — Term ending 12/31/2021

b. Charter Review Commission

• Virginia M. Kapali — Term ending 12/31/2021

c. Civil Service Commission

• Fely L. Faulkner — Term ending 12/31/2021

d. Cost Control Commission

• Tyler R. Rodighiero — Term ending 12/31/2021

e. Fire Commission

• Alfredo C. Garces — Term ending 12/31/2021
• Thomas M. Nizo — Term ending 12/31/2021

f. Liquor Control Commission

• William F. Gibson — Term ending 12/31/2021
• Gary A. Pacheco — Term ending 12/31/2021

g. Planning Commission

• Glenda Y. Nogami Streufert (At-Large) — Term
ending 12/31/2021

• Donna A. Apisa (Business) — Term ending
12/31/2021
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h. Police Commission

• Kevin T. Mince — Term ending 12/31/2021
• Catherine A. Adams — Term ending 12/31/2021
• Mary K. Hertog — Term ending 12/31/2021

C 2019-04 Communication (12/04/2018) from Council Chair Kaneshiro,
transmitting for Council consideration, a Resolution appointing Ross Kagawa as
Kaua’i’s representative and Arthur Brun as alternate to the Executive Committee of
the Hawai’i State Association of Counties (HSAC).

Councilmember Chock moved to receive C 2019-03 and C 2019-04 for the
record, seconded by Councilmember Brun.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Any public testimony on the Consent
Calendar items?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Any discussion? Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I just want to say that I went through all of
these reappointments and I felt confident with all of them. I just want that on the
record. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Okay. Any further discussion?

The motion to receive C 2019-03 and C 2019-04 for the record was then put,
and unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Clerk, could you please read the next item?

COMMUNICATIONS:

C 2019-05 Communication (11/20/2018) from Janine M.Z. Rapozo, Director
of Human Resources, requesting Council approval to indemnify the State of Hawai’i,
Department of Education (DOE), for the use of various DOE school cafeterias and
restroom facilities, including, but not limited to the following locations: Elsie H.
Wilcox Elementary School, Kaua’i High School, Chiefess Kamakahelei Middle School,
King Kaumuali’i Elementary School, Waimea High School, and Kap&a Elementary
School, which will be used by the Department of Human Resources for testing
purposes in calendar year 2019: Councilmember Chock moved to approve C 2019-05,
seconded by Councilmember Brun.
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Any questions on this item from the
Members? Anyone in the audience wishing to testify on this?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

The motion to approve C 20 19-05 was then put, and unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Next item, please.

C 2019-06 Communication (11/21/2018) from Michael M. Contrades, Acting
Chief of Police, requesting Council approval of a reallocation of $110,000.00 of
unexpended salaries from the budget of the Kaua’i Police Department, for the
procurement of a Rapid DNA analysis system: Councilmember Kuali’i moved to
approve C 2019-06, seconded by Councilmember Brun.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Any questions on this item from the
Members? Anyone in the audience wishing to testify on this?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

The motion to approve C 2019-06 was then put, and unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Next item, please.

C 20 19-07 Communication (11/26/2018) from Kanani Fu, Housing Director,
requesting the Council’s approval to perform the following:

a. Acquire under the County’s Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) Program a residential unit at 1332-B Kamalu
Road, Kapa’a Hawai’i, 96746, Tax Map Key (TMK):
(4) 4-4-5-13 CPR 2, for a purchase price of not more than
$549,000.00, based on the fee simple market appraisal, which
will be obtained as part of this transaction;

b. Resale by leasehold of 1332-B Kamalu Road, Kapa’a Hawai’i,
96746, for not more than the leasehold market appraisal,
which will be obtained as part of this transaction; and

c. Authorize the County Clerk to sign legal documents related to
the acquisition and resale transactions.

Councilmember Kuali’i moved to approve C 2019-07, seconded by
Councilmember Brun.
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: We will take the public testimony now and
recess this item and come back when the Housing Agency comes here.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: You have one (1) registered speaker, Lonnie
Sykos.

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

LONNIE SYKOS: For the record, my name is Lonnie Sykos. I
am utterly and totally opposed to this. This does not make any sense. The County,
right now, from what I have heard in previous testimony, has a little over four million
dollars ($4,000,000) in a Housing account. We have a housing problem on Kaua’i that
it is the most extreme in the lack of rental housing. How many people are on the list
to purchase a house subsidized by the County right now? The Administration is not
here to answer the question, but my understanding is that it is a couple thousand. In
this plan, we are going to buy a house for four hundred thousand dollars ($400,000),
five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000)—I have a question for the Housing Agency,
which is when the County purchases this house, do we have an inspector to go it and
then do we upgrade the house to bring it up to code? On average, looking back at the
last twenty (20) plus years that the County has been doing this, how much does that
cost? Now, we have got five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) into the house; we
have fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) or one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) for
repairs; we are going to sell the house to somebody; and the Administration has been
testifying for at least the last decade that the list has no meaning. The first person,
the second person, and the fifth person on the list is not the one that buys the house;
it is the thirtieth or fortieth person. So this whole program, to have people on a list
to get this subsidized housing—the program is flawed because although people have
to meet some criteria to get on the list, they do not have to continue to meet the
criteria, and this is simply having a list of your assets, a list of your debts, your
income, and all of the stuff that is required to get a loan, needs to be kept up-to-date,
but the County does not require it to be kept up-to-date, so when the house shows up,
a lot of the people on the list are unprepared. Does it make any sense to have a list
that has no meaning in real life? How can the County spend three hundred thousand
dollars ($300,000) subsidizing a house for one (1) family and think you are going to
get ahead with housing? You need to keep this four million dollars ($4,000,000) and
put it into building rental housing. You need to build the most housing you can in
the smallest amount of time to relieve the housing pressure; not buy a subsidized
house for two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) to three hundred thousand
dollars ($300,000) for one individual. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you. Anyone else in the audience
wishing to testify on this? If not, I will bring up the Housing Agency. The rules are
still suspended. Councilmember Cowden had a question.

Councilmember Cowden: Aloha. Thank you for working on this.

KANANI FU, Housing Director: Good morning.
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Councilmember Cowden: Kanani, I see that this property is five
hundred forty-nine thousand dollars ($549,000).

Ms. Fu: Yes.

Councilmember Cowden: I looked on the tax map key (TMK) and it
looks like it is a flag lot in Kapahi; is that correct?

STEVE FRANCO, Homebuyer Specialist: Steve Franco, for the record.
Yes, it is a flag lot in Kapahi.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. I was a little shocked with the price. I
know that houses move for that price, but is this coming out of the Revolving Fund?
Is there already a buyer for that house?

Ms. Fu: Good morning. Kanani Fu, Housing Director.
The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program requires the County or
requires the Housing Agency to meet a benchmark. That timeliness is to purchase a
home and then resell it to a family of eighty percent (80%) of area median income or
less. The home has to meet federal sanitary standards, such as lead base and
quality.., the price is no issue when we purchase the house. It is the resale that is the
main goal. So the resale has to be affordable for a family, eighty percent (80%). The
money that is utilized to do this purchase comes from the Revolving CDBG Funds,
which are the federal funds. We are not using any county general funds or any state
kind of fund. Under the CDBG program, the pricing is not the goal; it is to obtain the
house and then to resell it to a family. Because Hawai’i has higher market rates than
any other place, this is the kind of home that we purchase. This is an average sale
house, so we are purchasing it to meet that goal. If we want to continue to get this
money from CDBG, that is the benchmark that we make.

Councilmember Cowden: Just for my understanding and for the public’s
as well, this Community Development Block Grant is Federal; do we have a certain
amount? What is our overall revolving fund on that Community Development Block
Grant?

Ms. Fu: In this program, there are two areas: one is
programmatic and one is revolving, so moneys that are made off of the programmatic
side, such as loan issuance, fees that come back to the County, goes into the Revolving
Fund, and we are required to use that Revolving Fund to do a home purchase.

Councilmember Cowden: This is that?

Ms. Fu: Yes. So this is the success of the Housing
Agency continuing to program money and do projects, but then to get either equity or
loan fees back, to then reutilize that money to buy a house.

Councilmember Cowden: With this one, it is not pulling out of that four
million dollars ($4,000,000) that we have sitting in our coffers? Mr. Sykos just came
up and asked about that. Is this coming out of that four million dollars ($4,000,000)?
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Ms. Fu: This home purchase is strictly utilizing CDBG
funds.

Councilmember Cowden: So what would be the price it would sell for?
What is eighty percent (80%) of the median? I would think that is eighty-five
thousand dollars ($85,000).

Ms. Fu: For this particular house, we would price it by
bedroom. We have a formula, so if we utilize currently a five percent (5%) interest
rate at four-bedroom for eighty percent (80%), we can put the home price at about
three hundred twelve thousand dollars ($312,000), give or take. We are going to do
some numbering, but I would say the range of three hundred fifteen thousand
dollars ($315,000) would be the high-end of this home being offered.

Councilmember Cowden: Do we have to do things to bring it up to
standard? Is this house one that would be requiring some rebuild?

Ms.Fu: No.

Councilmember Cowden: Is it already at a standard that we can just
turn around and sell it?

Ms. Fu: With all homes that we buy, we will do an
inspection. We go in and we bring it all up to speed. We are not at the inspection
part yet. This is just the approval to enter. We have to put in an offer and enter into
a contract. We are just on the property visit, but after the approval, we would go in
and perform a full-blown inspection.

Councilmember Cowden: So this would have a subsidy of about two
hundred thirty-seven thousand dollars ($237,000)?

Ms. Fu: Yes.

Councilmember Cowden: When we look at our rental, because we were
just having it—and I am in agreement with the person who spoke—is our extreme
need is in the rental markets. But in the rental market, what I am looking at, what
we invest when we do affordable housing project, it is about three hundred fifty
thousand dollars ($350,000) roughly.

Ms. Fu: Right now, it is four hundred five thousand
dollars ($405,000) on average.

Councilmember Cowden: Four hundred five thousand
dollars ($405,000) is what we are investing in a rental unit?

Ms. Fu: On average, yes.

Councilmember Cowden: So in this case, we are about one hundred
thirty thousand dollars ($130,000).. .1 have to do my math a little better, but we are
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more than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000).. .below the investment level.
The difference is that this would be somebody who could purchase versus somebody
who would be in the rental market.

Ms. Fu: On a leasehold. So the subsidy provided is
that two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) from the CDBG and then when the
homeowner goes out and gets their home loan for the remainder balance, that comes
back into the program. Then we recycle it again and we do it all over the following
year.

Councilmember Cowden: Can that person flip this property? How long
do they have to hold this property before they can sell it at market value?

Ms. Fu: Homes purchased under the CDBG program
are leasehold, 99-year lease; so once the family is in it, they are in it permanently.
Should the homeowner pass away, their immediate dependence can take over the
lease and the mortgage, and should they decide to sell it anytime between the 99-year
lease period, they would be subject to our buyback because it is a leasehold sale.

Councilmember Cowden: We would be buying them back at this
reduced rate, right?

Ms. Fu: Yes.

Councilmember Cowden: We would not be buying them back at
anything close...

Ms. Fu: No, there would be some calculations of equity
involved in that rate, depending on how long they held the home.

Councilmember Cowden: Right. If they paid one hundred thousand
dollars ($100,000)...

Ms. Fu: Yes, but they are not going to make five
hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) off of this three hundred thousand
dollar ($300,000) home, ever.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay, so I am hearing that this is less of a
subsidy, there is a revolving element, and it is creating permanent affordability
effectively. Ninety-nine (99) years is a pretty long time.

Ms. Fu: Yes.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. Thank you.

Ms. Fu: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Any other questions from the Members?
Councilmember Kagawa.
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Councilmember Kagawa: Thank you, Chair. I am looking at this
map.. .it is pretty bad... do we have any maps? Can we put up what the house looks
like now and the location? Even though we are doing it, I agree that the combination
of what we are doing, in addition to other methods of meeting affordable housing is
all needed to try and help address the problem of affordable housing. If it is federal
money or state money, I would like to see what we are buying and what we are
spending it on. The location always helps to understand why the price is five hundred
fifty thousand dollars ($550,000) or whatever it is.

Ms. Fu: Councilmember Kagawa, we are looking at a
property as we go up to Wailua Homesteads on Kamalu Road. So we would head up
there, pass the Wailua grocery store, and take a right into a flag lot.

Councilmember Kagawa: Where is the grocery store?

Ms. Fu: Not the grocery store, but if we head down, it
is the Wailua Country Store.

Councilmember Kagawa: Okay.

Ms. Fu: Right here, the reference would be the Wailua
Country Store, then we are turning right and heading up Kamalu Road into this flag
lot right here.

Mr. Franco: This is Olohena right here. So it is right in
this area.

Councilmember Kagawa: Okay. Do we have a picture of the house?

Ms. Fu: No, but we can transmit it to you.

Councilmember Kagawa: Okay.

Ms. Fu: I do not have it at the moment.

Councilmember Kagawa: Sure. I appreciate that. It is a good
residential location. I kind of almost felt like Councilmember Cowden a little bit that
it is a little high, but I guess it is just the going rate of Kaua’i. In the old days, five
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($550,000) could get a really nice mansion. Nowadays,
it is just a regular house.

Ms. Fu: Yes. To add to that, we understand that is the
challenge of purchasing these kinds of homes. When we come to the Council, we
recognize that there is this huge subsidy gap that people in the public see, but we
have to take into consideration the market of Kaua’i and this is the real picture. We
also have to take into consideration that the County and how we move is not as quick
as... we are competing with an international market. So when opportunities like this
come on board and you have families willing to work and take a little longer to work
with the County on the sale, I want us to capitalize on these opportunities. Right
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now, we are looking at homes at six hundred fifty thousand dollars ($650,000), seven
hundred thousand dollars ($700,000), and there are homes in Kekaha that require
rehabilitation. It is our goal to get a family in there by March. Homes like this come
very few that they are post-1978, they have sewer/water connectivity, they pass all of
our federal guidance, and we do not have to put hundreds of thousands of dollars of
rehabilitation work into it. It is the nature of our economy right now and our goal is
to hit that federal benchmark so we can continue to receive that subsidy and that is
what this program is about.

Councilmember Kagawa: Have we looked at trying to get some
foreclosures? Have we ever, in the history as we know, a County agency buying some
foreclosed properties?

Ms. Fu: Yes.

Councilmember Kagawa: We have?

Ms. Fu: We purchase foreclosures properties as well;
however, similarly, we are competing with an international market. So when a buyer
comes to the table with straight cash and can close in ten (10) days versus the County,
it is taking us two (2) weeks just to get into a contract. That is the competition we
face.

Councilmember Kagawa: Thank you.

Ms. Fu: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: What is the square footage of the house and
how many bedrooms and bathrooms are there?

Ms. Fu: I do not have the square footage at the time,
so we can get that for you. It is just a four-bedroom and one-and-a-half bath.

Councilmember Cowden: Four (4) bedrooms?

Ms. Fu: Yes.

Councilmember Cowden: So we can get a sizable family in there. I was
just looking if this was a two-bedroom house.

Ms. Fu: No, it is a four-bedroom house.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Kuali’i.
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Councilmember Kuali’i: Aloha. Good morning. I might have missed
the total earlier, but how much is the total funds available annually for this particular
purpose and program?

Ms. Fu: Good morning, Housing Committee Chair.
That is a tricky question. How much is available—currently in this fund, we have
about eight hundred thousand dollars ($800,000) to nine hundred thousand
dollars ($900,000). It is not an annual allocation. Again, it comes from the reprogram
payments that come in from organizations or projects that have borrowed money
either through the CDBG program or have longstanding loans with us and that fees
come back in to fund this.

Councilmember Kuali’i: These opportunities are relatively rare, so we
want to use the CDBG funds to take advantage of what you were talking about, even
if it is one home at a time.

Ms. Fu: Under this program, because the housing
prices are so high, we are required to do one transaction and that is all. Prior to when
home sales are softer and we are under three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000),
we could actually do two (2). It is meeting the benchmark of purchasing a house and
selling a house. The price is irrelevant to the program.

Councilmember Kuali’i: So meeting that benchmark affects the whole
CDBG program and us continuing to get federal funds?

Ms. Fu: Yes. If we do not purchase the house and get
that price.., a line of credit out of our fund by March 29th, we will lose that amount.
It is a timely issue for us.

Councilmember Kuali’i: Okay. Thank you very much.

Ms. Fu: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Any other questions from the Members?
Kanani, as far as priority and families that can get into a house like this, do we have
a list? Is it something they do? How does that work?

Ms. Fu: Thank you. I would like to encourage
everyone who is watching that the County of Kaua’i’s Housing Agency has a
homebuyer program and it has a requirement of going through classes and working
with us in the goal of being homeowners. To be in the homebuyer loan program, you
have to be a first-time homeowner and you cannot have any property interest for the
last seven (7) years. When we go through transactions of homes, such as this, they
would come off of our homebuyer list. The homebuyer list is not a lottery; it is based
on a waitlist and that currently has six hundred forty (640) people on it. So what we
do is once the sale approves, we get approval for the sale and contract, we go out and
market the home to the whole list, and based on those people that respond, we then
tier them, prioritize them, and then start qualifying them. That process happens
immediately after we get approval because it could take a family several months to
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get them there, and because of our Administrative Rules, we have to go one-by-one,
by one.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Any further questions from the Members?
Councilmember Kagawa.

Councilmember Kagawa: I have a picture right here; is it this blue
house, kind of brand-new looking?

Mr. Franco: Yes, it is newly built.

Councilmember Kagawa: Okay. So brand new that nobody has lived in
yet?

Mr. Franco: No, nobody has lived there yet.

Councilmember Kagawa: Okay. We are buying a new house and it looks
pretty nice, a straight-up simple house. You can pull it up if you Google it. Thank
you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you. Is there anyone in the audience
wishing to testify on this? Seeing none, any final discussion from the Members?

There being no objections, the meeting was called back to order, and proceeded
as follows:

The motion to approve C 2019-07 was then put, and unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Next item.

C 2019-08 Communication (11/28/2018) from Leonard A. Rapozo, Jr., then
Director of Parks and Recreation, requesting Council approval of an Adopt-A-Park
Agreement with Hãlau Ka Lei Mokihana o Leinã’ala, for the stewardship of a 1.182
acre parcel in Hanapêpè, Kaua’i, Tax Map Key (TMK) (4) 1-8-008:063:
Councilmember Kuali’i moved to approve C 2019-08, seconded by Councilmember
Brun.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: It has been brought to our attention that the
Administration is going to ask for a deferral on this. They realize that there are
groups out there that want to meet and talk about it before moving forward on this.
I will bring the Administration up to say a little something on it. With that, I will
suspend the rules. We are not going to know when it is going to be deferred to because
they are going to coordinate as far as getting the groups together and meeting. So as
far as it coming back up here, it is going to depend on once everybody has had the
discussion. If they are ready to move it forward and bring it back up here then it will
come up here. If nobody can get into agreement and they do not want to do it then it
may never come back up to Council. It all depends on the discussion. We will have
public testimony right after they have had a chance to speak.
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There being no objections, the rules were suspended.

LEINA’ALA PAVAO JARDIN: For the record, I am Kumu Hula Leinã’ala
Pavao Jardin of Hãlau Ka Lei Mokihana 0 Leinã’ala. Just a little bit of history, our
hãlau has been in operation for... I have been practicing for twenty-three (23) years.
We have about two hundred (200) students here on Kaua’i, more than half of my
students are Native Hawaiian. I have been studying the hula and all that is
Hawaiian at a very young age, it has been my life. Our goal in our hãlau is to
perpetuate not only the hula, but anything and everything that is Hawaiian, and we
do it with the greatest of intentions and with aloha. I was invited by the last
Administration and offered a stewardship opportunity for a piece of property, a very
specific piece of property, near the Salt Pond area. In no way, shape, or form did they
ever mention the salt beds to me—I would immediately say “no” because that is not
my place. I grew up down there, going to the beach very, very often. Kalãheo people
like to refer to Salt Pond as their “backyard,” so we grew up down there, but never
ever, and I want to make that clear.., this was just brought to my attention, this
hearing today, not too long... I would say yesterday or maybe the day before in the
afternoon so this hearing was a huge surprise to me. My intention—and that is what
I want to share with all the ‘ohan,a behind me is that for those that know Leinã’ala
Pavao Jardin and know what I am and what I stand for knows that I would never,
ever do anything to hurt our Hawaiian people. When we have disasters on our island,
our hãlau is the first to stand up to kokua. From Polihale to Hã’ena, we are the first
ones to stand up to kOkua and help. For the last twenty-four (24) hours, myself, my
name, and our hãlau has been slandered tremendously through Facebook and social
media, but I truly believe that it is because of misinformation. I know a lot of people
who are sitting behind me and I call them ‘ohana because some of their own children
dance for me and are my students. It is just misinformation. I really, really believe
that my first intention, and I shared this with Mayor Carvaiho at the time, was to
meet with everyone down there and talk story. Uncle Tom Kanahele is in the
mainland right now. His wife dances for me, Alison, and she is one of my haumana.
I was eager to sit down and meet with them and barbeque with them and talk story
about how our nonprofit can help. With a nonprofit, you have access to grants; how
could we help in that area? No way, shape, or form, going in and saying, “I am a
konohiki” or anything like that. To hear stuff like that is very hurtful because that
was not the intention of our hãlau, and obviously, it was the intention of a few people
to bring negativity to what may have been possibly something good. The key point is
that there was a lack of communication within our community and I would like to... I
am hoping that moving forward that there could be better communication. I
understand now that you are going to defer this, but I ask you to listen to the people.
As for our hãlau, we would not at this point like to proceed with any stewardship. I
would prefer us all listen to the kapuna of that area and listen to the people who
operate the salt beds. But here is where the problem lies—there is pilikia amongst
our own ‘ohana down there. So it is not with the hãlau, it is not with Kumu Leinã’ala;
it is all here. I hope and pray, and I will pule, that you folks can listen to them and
everybody can hui together, the salt makers and the ‘ohana that is on this property,
that everybody can hui together for the betterment of the larger Hawaiian
community. I really believe that is what everybody wants down there. I wish you all
the best and I ask you to listen to everyone down there and I hope that whatever
happens to this property is a beautiful thing. Our hãlau will not move forward with
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any stewardship of the property because I believe that is not pono at this time, but I
know that good will come from this and I just wanted to share my original intentions
with the Council and everyone here today. Mahalo nui for your time and happy
holidays.

PATRICK T. PORTER, Director of Parks and Recreation: Pat Porter, Director
of Parks and Recreation. For the Administration’s side, our role going forward would
be to help facilitate those conversations and those meetings. After all of that, we will
revisit it and see if it is something that we want to pursue or not.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you.

Ms. Pavao Jardin: Mahalo.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Chock.

Councilmember Chock: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Mahalo Kumu for
stepping up. I appreciate your intention and what you are coming for and wanting
to bring people together. I also want to acknowledge the other hui that are here that
represent this area, certainly the pa’akai hui and also the watershed hui that have
been there for many years as well. Especially at this time of year, as we move
forward, looking into what it is it could be, this is an opportunity for us. I guess my
question really was about some of what I heard was the intention was to bring these
hui together, rather than for you to take over the area. I just wanted to clarify and
make sure that was the structure of what it is you were wanting to present for the
Adopt-A-Park.

Ms. Pavao Jardin: Thank you. Absolutely, that was my
intention, and just from listening to various people in the community, I honestly
envisioned this parcel of property being like a piko: a center, a piece of education for
that area. If you listen to a lot of people, and I see it with my own eyes because I am
down there a lot on the beach, many, many of our visitors and locals alike go down to
the salt beds and they are not educated. They do not know what they are doing. They
throw rubbish and it is sad. One of the ideas I had was to bring everybody together
to come up with almost like a cultural education piece, partner up with ‘Ele’ele
Elementary School and the local schools in the area and use that facility to educate
our keiki, because we have to. It is a beautiful area. That was solely my intention.
When I first went down there to visit, it was overgrown and I basically... it was like,
“Wow, what is this?” But overtime, Uncle Tom has done some amazing, amazing
work and I acknowledged that to the Administration, that they have done beautiful
work down there and that is why I was hoping to meet with Uncle Tom and ask how
can the hãlau partner up with him to create some of those... maybe bring some of his
visions to fruition as well.

Councilmember Chock: Pat, I am sorry that you inherited this
kuleana. By the way, welcome to the party. Obviously, like was said, some have
pilikia that I think needs to be worked through and I think what I am hearing is that
what we are going to do is bring all of the stakeholders together and talk it through
and see what we can come up with, because if we move down a different road, I think
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the community stands to lose out ultimately. Everyone has a choice here, but I would
ask that the leaders in this room, especially the kz2puna who have to take that role
that you might be able to convene that path to make sure that happens.

Mr. Porter: For sure.

Councilmember Chock: Mahalo. Thank you, Chair.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Welcome to your first two (2) weeks at the
County, Pat. Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I want to first thank you for having an open
heart to be hearing the concerns, and what I am hearing that warms my heart is the
intention to have shared kuleana. It also makes me feel very good to hear Tom
Kanahele and crew being acknowledged because seeing the difference in the park
over time and we have so few spaces. It is like I wish that little 1.18 acre could be
much, much larger. I just want to acknowledge that and we have another situation
on the other side of the island in the same type of situation with stewardship
agreements that maybe we can utilize this with our brand-new Parks Director—
welcome—is to be coming up with a way to be inclusive from the onset, because when
someone does have the courage to stand forward and raise their hand, and I know
also an element of challenge is that creates an acknowledgment to the government
that not everybody sees as legitimate. Sometimes one person will stand forward and
then we have work on how we not tear that person apart, but how we work together
and create it so that it is a fair situation and everyone is included. We have this
opportunity to make sure that it is not taken out of Hawaiian hands, but done in a
way that is pono. I am happy to hear the deferral and I am also really looking forward
to hearing the testimony of everybody and I appreciate the heart space that is looking
for unity.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Any other questions for the Administration on
this? Actually, the request is going to be to receive this for the record. A deferral
needs a date, and again, based on their conversation, whether they are going to be up
here again or not, we do not know. It all depends on the discussion with the group,
so I would rather receive it and at the time they are ready to bring it back, if they
ever do bring it back up to the Council, then they can bring it back at that time.
Councilmember Kagawa.

Councilmember Kagawa: We had an issue about removing the boulders
maybe a couple of months ago. We had Tom and some other guys back there attending
and it was about the old Humane Society location and what was going on with that.
They do not even have running water and restroom over there. We talked about some
of that, and then it was brought up that this was coming as well, this plan with Kumu,
and I thank you for all that you do for the island and the west side. It was brought
up to me at that time, around two (2) or three (3) months ago, so I was wondering if
any communication has been made from the Parks or maybe Wally knows with some
of these concerns that were brought up back then until now.

Mr. Porter: I am not too sure.






















































































